
Bring Your Practice Up to Your Position
Colossians 3:5-11
Introduction:
I. Put to Death the Old Actions – 3:5-7
The word “therefore” shows that these commands follow logically from the previous truths,
 “Your life is hidden with Christ in God” (3:3)
We are going to “appear with Him in glory” (3:4)
So, we need to put to death these actions.

A. What They Are – 3:5
﻿
“Therefore put to death ﻿﻿your members which are on the earth:”
“Put to death your members” does not mean “cut off your hand” or “pluck out your eye.” Jesus said,
“If your right eye causes you to ﻿﻿sin, ﻿﻿pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. And if your right hand causes you to ﻿﻿sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. (Matthew 5:20-30)
Rather, it means “put to death the acts of sin which your members are committing.” Neither Paul nor Jesus intended for people to cut off their hands or pluck out their eyes. The illustration was only to show how important it was for the believer to keep his members from sinful acts. And, it is true that it is better to enter the kingdom lame or blind than not to enter at all. 
Whatever is produced by the member is called the member. [Illustration: “Don’t give me any of your lip”]
Paul Names Five Sinful Acts for the Believer to Avoid:
1. Immorality - Fornication (πορνείαν)
It includes prostitution, unchastity, fornication, every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse. 

Question: Can believers do this? Yes, of course, why else would Paul forbid it when he is writing to believers? Should they do this? No!

We need to know that it is possible so that we will not be blindsided by it down the road.
2. Impurity - Uncleanness (ἀκαθαρσίαν)
In this context it refers to sexual uncleanness -- wider perversion than “fornication.” This would include perversions.

3. Infatuation - Passion (πάθος) uncontrolled passion
This person does not wait for the temptation to come looking for him; he goes looking for it.
4. Illicit Craving - Evil Desire (ἐπιθυμίαν κακήν)
“Desire for the forbidden” - A Neutral term used here in a sexual context - the desires that ruled over you formerly, when you were ignorant (1 Peter 1:14).
5. Idolatry - Covetousness, ﻿﻿{idolatry} (πλεονεξίαν)
“Covetousness which is idolatry” The 10th commandment is “You shall not covet.” Exodus 20:17
The full explanation includes the neighbor’s wife. I don’t think that it is only because she is a good cook.
Trench notes that these five vices seem to go from the less comprehensive to the more comprehensive, getting more serious as they go.
When someone keeps ignoring God’s Word and Spirit, He gives them over to their own lusts. There is a good picture of this in Romans 1:21-28,
“…although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but ﻿﻿became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the ﻿﻿incorruptible ﻿﻿God into an image made like ﻿﻿corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.” (21-23).
“Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, ﻿﻿to dishonor their bodies ﻿﻿among themselves,” (25)
“For this reason God gave them up to ﻿﻿vile passions. For even their ﻿﻿women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature.” (26)
“And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things ﻿﻿which are not fitting.” (28)
How can I avoid these?

· Call it by its real name – not love, but lust.

· Don’t send out the wrong signals.                                   

· Be modest in dress and actions.

· Think proper thoughts. 

· The thought is the mother of the deed.

· Stay out of compromising situations.
· Flee temptations. 

· ﻿﻿Flee sexual immorality (I Corinthians 6:18)
Example: Joseph ran from Potiphar’s wife. Gen. 39 
B. Why they Are Wrong – 3:6-7
1. They Bring the Wrath of God – 3:6
“Because of these things the wrath of God is coming {upon ﻿﻿the sons of disobedience},”
This wrath is God’s displeasure and temporal judgment on sinful men. It has no reference to hell. Though it may be as far future as the tribulation, it still has no reference to hell.
The phrase {upon ﻿﻿the sons of disobedience}, if it is genuine, refers to unbelievers as in Ephesians 2:1-3. But there and here he uses the phrase to show the seriousness of the sin. God hates it!
Seeing God’s opinion of these sins, is the number one reason why we should not even come near to them – rather we should flee from them as fast as possible.
2. They Belong to the Old Life – 3:7
“in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.”
Read 3:1-4 again – right now – OK I’ll do it!
“If then you were ﻿﻿raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, ﻿﻿where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. ﻿Set your mind on things above, not on things on the ﻿﻿earth. For you died, ﻿﻿and your life is hidden with Christ in God. ﻿When Christ who is ﻿﻿our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in ﻿﻿glory.”
II. Put Away the Old Attitudes – 3:8
﻿
“But now you yourselves are to put off all these:”
A. Anger – “an abiding and settled habit of mind…with the purpose of revenge,”

B. Agitation (Rage) “wrath ()

“with the sense of, “turbulent commotion, the boiling,”
 “agitation of the feelings,”
 perhaps with the connotation of “rage,”
C. Attitude of Viciousness (Malice)
 “A mean-spirited or vicious attitude or disposition…ill-will, malignity,”
 “with a possible implication of desiring to do harm,”
 and is, “the vice that lies below anger and rage as their root,”

D. Abusive Speech (Slander)
“slander (),” that is, “any kind of speech that is…abusive,”
 and thus, “speech that denigrates or defames, reviling, denigration, disrespect,”

E. Obscene Language (Filthy Language)
“an old word for low and obscene speech which occurs here only in the N.T.,”
 with the sense of, “speech of a kind that is generally considered in poor taste, obscene speech, dirty talk…Obscene expressions would also be used to flavor derogatory remarks… scurrilous talk… “Given to the use of vulgar, coarse, or abusive language; foul-mouthed.”

The last phrase of verse 8, “out of your mouth” defines all five of the attitudes which are to be put off. They all are connected to the mouth.
III. Put Away the Old Arrogance – 3:9-11
“Do not lie to one another” is not connected grammatically to the other vices. It begins a new sentence. All of verses 9, 10 and 11 are a part of that new sentence. If I ask the question, “Lie about what?” I must find the answer in those 3 verses. The only answer I can find is: 
Don’t lie about your relative importance in the body of Christ – the Church. That is where I got the word arrogance.
A. The Inconsistency of Arrogance – 3:9-10
1. You have Put Off the Old Man – 3:9

“since you have put off the old man with his deeds, ﻿ 
2. You have put on the new man – 3:10

“and have put on the new man”
a. He is Being Renewed in Knowledge.
“who is renewed in knowledge” 
It takes place as a believer comes to a personal, deep knowledge of and fellowship with Christ. 

b. He is Being Renewed into the Image of God.
“according to the image of Him who created him,”

When God created man, He said,

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Genesis 1:27-28). 
Remembering that creation account, the writer to the Heb. says, “

“For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now ﻿﻿we do not yet see all things put under him.” 

Then he says, “But we do see Jesus…” 
“Renewed” is used in 2 Corinthians 4:16, “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.”
B. The Impossibility of Arrogance – 3:11
“where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.”

1. There are No Elite in Christ – 3:11a
a. Racial - Greek nor Jew
b. Ceremonial - circumcised nor uncircumcised,
c. Educational - Barbarian, Scythian
d. Social - Slave nor free
2. We are All Equal in Christ – 3:11b
a. He is all
“but Christ is all”
There are three areas in which He is all:
i. Salvation: Hence there is no place for angelic mediation in God's redemptive work (cf. 1:18-22; 2:18).
ii. Sanctification: Hence legality and asceticism are out of place in the Christian life (cf. 2:16-23). He is our life (3:3-4).
iii. Satisfaction: Hence there is no need for philosophy, or the deeds of the old man (1:26-28; 2:3, 9-10). 
He fills the whole life, and all else is hindering and harmful.
b. He is in All
“and in all”
No one has more of Christ than anyone else.

The Question is: How much of me does Christ have?
Conclusion:
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